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3! Sunday of Easter
(Sunday April 19, 2026)

Friends, for the next three weekends, my homilies will tie into a series, each homily building
on the next — a preaching series — which might be a little different for you, but it will remain
grounded in the readings and the liturgical season, just a little more of an intentionalifécus.

Then, Father Sean and Deacon Ron will continue as well, and it wilhculminate en Pentécost
Sunday, when we will celebrate with a birthday celebration.

In today’s Gospel, we meet two disciples on the road to Emmaus.

They’re walking away from Jerusalem—from the place where everythinghad happened during
Holy Week.

In a sense, they are walking away from hope.
We hear them say: “But we had hoped...” and,thosé wordsisay a lot.
They had hoped Jesus was the one.

And now, in their minds, it’s over.

Their hearts are heavy, confused, and diseouraged. And if we’re honest, many of us know that
feeling.

If we look at the news=-allsthese wars, hatred & division, uncertainty—we can begin to lose
hope ourselves.

And yet—this is precisely where Jesus, risen from the dead, meets them — when they are
discouraged and down.

He comesaup and walks with them, listens to them.

Then slowly, He begins to speak—opening the Scriptures and helping them see that
everything thatihappened—His suffering and His death—wasn’t the end, but part of God’s
plan.

Something begins to change.

Later, they will say: “Were not our hearts burning within us while He spoke to us on the way?”
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Friends, that is the key to overcoming hopelessness and despair—recognizing something is
happening, whether we get what it is or we don’t yet.

If we find ourselves down, or blue, or struggling, our Risen Lord - with the help of the Holy
Spirit — will set our hearts on fire again!

In our First Reading from Acts, we see what happens when that fire is rekindled: Peter stands
up boldly proclaiming Jesus Christ—His life, His death, and His Resusrectiofi.

The very same Peter who, just weeks earlier, denied even knowing Jesus.
So, what has changed?

In the Resurrection, Jesus called the Holy Spirit down upon Peter and theyothers.

The fearful disciple becomes a courageous witness.

The one who hid now stands before the crowds proclaiming the Good News with confidence
and conviction.

This is what the Holy Spirit does, taking diseouraged,hearts—and sets them on fire.

Not just in the past—right here and now.
Not someone else—YOU!

And you’re not alone: you are a part of a community, just like the Apostles and Disciples
were—this is your community.

A parish alive in the@Spirit isn’t'simply ajbusy parish; it’s not just a parish full of programs.

It’s a parish whete people encounter the Risen Lord— where faith isn’t just something we
know, but something we live.

And friends, it’s impestant for you to see it here:

¢ Bible Study, Faith Study;

¢ » Many ministries for our young people;

e Ushers;

¢ ), St. Vincent de Paul,

o Parish Vitality Ministry: facilitating ways for people to get involved and build
community, praise God,;

e Many of our Confirmandi: stepping forward to serve in ministries (quietly and
generously), discovering what it means to live their faith;

e Altar Servers Ministry: praying our ministers into Mass, and praying for us all
afterward,;
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It’s right here for us to see. There are so many signs across so many ministries of people
growing closer to God and to one another.

This year, we selected a small group of our Confirmation candidates (who were already
involved) not simply to attend classes, but to step into ministry—to serve as ushers, lectors, in
choirs, and in parish life.

We shifted the focus for them from classroom catechesis, to serving &,being@ disciple.

They do their catechesis with their parents at home, as parents AREthe primary faith
formators; the parish team should be a support for that.

The witness of these young people - on fire in their faith - give§ hepe to all'of us, myself
included.

Our patroness, Saint Bernadette: she struggled with her catechism;but no one would
question her love for Christ or her desire to be a,disciple.

Because faith isn’t just about receiving a saerament:
It’s about becoming a disciple. That’s the wotkdof the Holy Spirit.

We’re also reminded today that the disciples don’t recognize Jesus right away:
e He was walking with them...
e Speaking to them...
e Explaining everything...

And still, they don’t see Him.

In the Breaking of the bread—then their eyes are opened.

How often is that'true for us?
The Lord walking with us, speaking to us, present in our lives?

And yet, like those disciples, we can fail to recognize Him when we lose focus — become
distracted; discouraged or lose hope.

But'Jesus doesn’t abandon us.
He comes after us — walks with us — PATIENTLY, always patiently leading us back.

If we want to become a people—a parish—truly alive in the Spirit, we must allow the Lord to
rekindle the fire in our hearts.

We start with the ordinary things He’s already given us:
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e Reading Scripture;

e Receiving the Eucharist and confession regularly;

e Continuing to strengthen our loving relationships with family and friends;

e Strengthening the part we play in the community of disciples (this parish) we’ve been
given.

If and when we do that, the Lord will provide us the extraordinary means—He, will reKindle
and reactivate the Gifts of Holy Spirit in us to give witness out there.

Next Sunday, as we celebrate Good Shepherd Sunday, and we réflect more deeply on' the work
of the Holy Spirit, we will also share with you our Parish Stewardship Report—effering a
glimpse of what God is doing in and through this community.

But for today we begin by praying to recognize Jesus in our midst a little more; asking the
Lord to open our hearts a little more so that the Holy Spirit ean do'His work in us; knowing
that if we do, we might find ourselves in the same pla¢e as the disciplés on the way to
Emmaus: with our hearts burning within us!
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