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6" Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Sunday February 15, 2026)

One of the words Jesus uses in the Gospel today is a word that can make many of us
uncomfortable - HELL.

When Jesus uses that word, He isn’t trying to frighten people. In other translations the words
which are used, Hebrew words: Gehenna

Gehenna was a real place outside Jerusalem — a valley that had once been assite of terrible
sin and, by the time of Jesus, had become the city’s garbage dump. Itywasialways smoldering
and smelled terrible — a place of decay and waste.

He’s using an image they would immediately understand and,Saying: there is a way of living
that leads to life... and there is a way of living that leads t@ ruin.

He’s contrasting communion with God and a way of life that will ultimately prove empty.

Any mention of hell is not meant to scare us)= but_to help us turn things around no matter
who we are or how far we think we are from Godt

God’s not far from us — He never is.

If you saw someone you cared about dgiving toward a washed-out bridge and you could do
something about it — wouldn’t you?
e We would shouty, probablywave our arms and do everything we could to get their
attention!

e We’d do everything pessibleito warn them — to stop them, to get them to turn around.

That’s what Jesus is doing.

He knows we,were ALL created for great things — ALL created for friendship with God.

And anything that destroys that friendship — persistent resentment and unforgiveness,
dishonesty, selfishness, pride — eventually leaves our souls empty.

And emptiness gets harder and harder to come back from...

God delights in loving us — God does not delight in punishment. Whether we know it or not,
accept it or not, we were made for Him: for joy, for Eternal Life and Living.

Life apart from God leads first to a kind of inner frustration — that is what hell is and the
Gospel keeps reminding us of that.
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In our second reading this weekend, St. Paul provides us the contrast. He speaks about what
God has prepared for those who love Him — something beyond what eye has seen, or ear
heard.

Heaven isn’t a vague cloud experience:
e It’s the fulfillment of every good desire we’ve ever had.
e It’s joy without fear of losing it or love without insecurity taking over our hearts or
minds

e It’s having peace without any anxiety of losing it.
So where are we living? And where do we want to live?

One of my favorite books of all-time is the Seven Habits of HighlypEffective People by Steven
Covey.

His second habit offers us a simple principle many of us,apply witheut thinking most of the
time: begin with the end in mind.
e When we get in our car, we usually den’t just,start driving randomly — we have a
destination, and we have a route we take or'plan to take.
e When we choose a career — we need a plan to get there.
e When we go on a vacation, we think of where'we want to go and make a plan to get
there.

But how often do we consciously think about our ultimate destination — Heaven and how we
plan our life to get there?

Every day is a step we take toward eternity.

Many times, we don’t consciously choose to do evil things or be evil — we just drift. We get
busy. We get distracted.

As wefget ready to begin Lent again this week — let’s ready ourselves to start over to start
again. Let’s ask ourselves the question:
“Where is my life heading?”

Is it heading,toward deeper love? Greater forgiveness? More patience? Greater trust in God?
Or am I slowly hardening and getting caught up in the world?
And this is where the Church gives us something very practical to help us plan: the spiritual

works of mercy.
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They’re not abstract concepts but practical things we can do to keep our hearts aligned with
heaven.

Instructing the Ignorant — While that may be each of us sometimes, we help each other
grow in faith.

One of the greatest lessons I've learned is to teach someone what I am learningfTeachers also
should be the greatest students.

We keep learning our faith better so we can explain it to others.

Counseling the doubtful — Maybe we sit with someone who is confused and helpthem to
think more clearly.

Instead of dismissing them or pitying them or saying nothing.

Comforting the sorrowful — When someone is grievifigior going through a difficult time, we
don’t always need the perfect words.

What people often need most is our presence.
Sit with them. Listen to them. Bring a meal. Send"a card." Make a phone call.

A few minutes of compassion from us can become a lifelong memory of comfort for someone
who is suffering.

Forgiving injuries —This one may be the hardest.
But grudges, resentment and unfergiveness slowly poison the soul.
Forgiveness doesn’t'éxcuse people who hurt us or wrong us; it frees our hearts.

And Praying for the living'and the dead — when we pray for someone else’s salvation, it
keeps our own hearts soft and oriented toward eternity.

These'works keep us from becoming indifferent.

Friends, today’s Gospel today isn’t about obsessing over hell or who’s in hell, or whether we
are likely to go to hell.

e It’s about remembering that our choices matter.

e It’s about remembering that we were created for something great

God doesn’t want us in hell.
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He wants us with Him; He wants us at home.

Heaven IS OUR HOME and God want us all to recognize it as our proper home.

And so today, at this Mass, as we receive the Eucharist — the very life of heaven placed into
our hands — we might quietly renew our direction as we prepare for Lent.

Today’s work and every day after is making the plan and choosing the route to get there. And
we are all here to help each other with that. Q

\;
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